
Corporate partners    As a long-term non-profit project, Stif-
tung Welt:Klasse (World:Class Foundation) relies on support from 
the corporate sector. Current corporate partners include:

More than just student exchange:  
Stiftung Welt:Klasse’s innovative student  
programs allow high school students to  
gain experience in developing and  
transitional countries with all  
their classmates in Germany  
being involved.

The founder    Matti Spiecker, 25, student in Economics at Wit-
ten/Herdecke University, has ever since secondary 
school been involved in entrepreneurial and non-
profit projects. In 2006, he initiated the 8-month 
lasting “Expedition WELT – Dialog für nachhaltige 
Entwicklung” (Expedition WORLD – Dialogue for 
Sustainability) project which was conducted in 25 
developing countries and included the active par-

ticipation of numerous German high school students via live stre-
aming video and internet. The project – organized with two fellow 
students – won several awards and received rave reviews in the 
German media. The idea of Stiftung Welt:Klasse is based on the 
know-how gained in the Expedition WELT project. The main focus 
of Stiftung Welt:Klasse is to raise German students’ awareness of 
the interactions in the globalized world and hence to instill passion 
in students to take personal responsibility for the related challen-
ges. Matti Spiecker, scholarship holder at “Stiftung der Deutschen 
Wirtschaft” (Foundation of German Business) and member of 
“Think Tank 30 Germany” of the Club of Rome, will professionally 
direct Stiftung Welt:Klasse’s operations after completing his degree 
at Witten/Herdecke University.

Partners  AWards  Media

Administration   
The foundation was recognized as a non-profit organization by fis-
cal authorities in Munich (tax number 143/235/76042) and is admi-
nistered by “Kinderfonds Stiftungszentrum”.
 

Contact     
Stiftung Welt:Klasse
Konrad-Adenauer-Str. 22
D-58452 Witten
Tel. 02302 - 169 94 12
kontakt@stiftung-weltklasse.de
www.stiftung-weltklasse.de

Stiftung
Welt:Klasse

Initiative at

Deutsche Schüler in Dali, 
China, Oktober 2007

Media coverage    Stiftung Welt:Klasse has already earned ex-
tensive media coverage in print, radio and TV, including:

Awards    Shortly after its foundation, Stiftung Welt:Klasse has 
already won several awards and prizes including the recognition 
as an official project for “Land der Ideen” (Land of Ideas) and 
the “UN-Dekade” (UN Decade) which are run under 
the patronage of the Federal President of Germany. 
A.T. Kearney granted a Con-
sulting scholarship to Stiftung 
Welt:Klasse.

German students in Dali, 
China, October 2007

Impressions from Welt:Klasse projects in China and Thailand



Current Status: Students working in Thailand and China   
High school students from the two schools selected for the pilot 
project are currently working on projects in China and Thailand. 
One class takes part in a Chinese reforestation project, the other 
class is concerned with an intercultural photo exhibition in Thai-
land. For both projects, Deutsche Telekom provides state of the art 
videoconferencing technology. The first groups already returned 
and students were highly enthusiastic about their projects. A dpa 
report on the two projects generated extensive media coverage for 
Stiftung Welt:Klasse and its pilot project. 

HISTORY    PROJECTS    OBJECTIVES

Stiftung Welt:Klasse‘s background: a WORLD expedition   
During the 8-month lasting „Expedition WELT - Dialog für nach-
haltige Entwicklung“ (Expedition WORLD - Dialogue for Sustaina-
bility) Matti Spiecker, the founder of Stiftung Welt:Klasse, and two 
other economy students visited 25 countries to meet 40 Social En-
trepreneurs in Asia, Latin-America and Africa. More than 500 high 
school students in 20 German schools actively participated via vi-
deo conferences and internet discussion boards. The project gave 
all students a very precise idea of the living conditions in those 
countries and they got to know people who are committed to fin-
ding sustainable solutions to social and environmental problems.  
>> www.expedition-welt.de

Participating schools - Three-Year plan   
In 2008/2009, the two schools currently involved will again parti-
cipate and three other schools join Stiftung Welt:Klasse’s student 
programs. In 2009/2010, 8 to 10 schools will participate. Beginning 
in 2008, small and medium-sized companies from Sundern in the 
Sauerland will continuously sponsor Stiftung Welt:Klasse’s China 
projects every year to ensure the participation of a local school.

CURRENT STATUS      FUTURE PLANS

„Stiftung Welt:Klasse substantially improves the career oppor-
tunities of German high school students in an ever globalizing 
world. What I personally consider even more important, is that 
Stiftung Welt:Klasse animates to experience globalization practi-
cally and to some extent feel personally responsible for shaping 
this globalized world. I therefore consider Stiftung Welt:Klasse 
as one of the projects in the German education sector most 
worthy of promotion.“
Dr. Andreas Philipp, first benefactor of Stiftung Welt:Klasse

Multipliers for Sustainability    During their stay, the students 
report on their experiences abroad to their classmates in Germany 
via video conferences and internet boards. Extensive preparatory 
workshops as well as Wrap-up seminars are integrated into com-
pulsory lessons in Germany. This allows the students to directly 
share their newly acquired knowledge with their classmates. As 
“multipliers”, they promote understanding of the social and envi-
ronmental problems brought about by globalization and therefore 
contribute to solving those problems today and tomorrow.

Welt:Klasse kickoff: students in intercultural team work   
The innovative student program developed started at two German 
schools in 2007/2008. Students travelled to China and Thailand in 
small groups to collaborate with local youths in working for social 
and environmental projects. They lived in host families, worked in 
intercultural teams and therefore learned about cultural diversity 
and global interactions at first hand. Each group stayed for four 
weeks and handed over the work to the next group arriving after 
this period. During the next years, the number of German schools 
...

and destinations abroad shall be increased. A short list of potential 
target countries includes Vietnam, India, Indonesia, Azerbaijan and 
South Africa. 

Videoconferencing between high school students in China and  
their classmates in Germany (October 2007)

High school students from Oberhausen working for a project  
in Yunnan Province, China

Seminar preparing high school students from Gröbenzell near  
Munich for their project work in Thailand (October 2007)




